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Planning is well 

underway for the 

2017 Pulping, 

Engineering, 

Environmental, Recycling 

& Sustainability (PEERS) 

Conference. This year’s 

conference will be held at the new Hilton Norfolk the 

Main in Norfolk, VA, USA. The 2017 International Bioenergy 

& Bioproducts Conference (IBBC) will be co-located with 

PEERS. Mark your calendars for the dates of November 5-9 

for these two great 2017 TAPPI events. 

The PEERS conference website is now live at  

http://tappipeers.org/ with travel and hotel information. 

Check back in the coming weeks and months for updated 

information regarding registration, workshops, technical 

program, committee meetings, and other events.

PEERS Committee seeking abstracts
The PEERS technical programming committee is currently 

soliciting abstracts for presentations and panel discussions. 

An abbreviated list of topics includes:

• Optimizing/best practices for pulping and bleaching 

• Fluff and dissolving pulps

• Brownstock washing operations and troubleshooting

• Advances in nonwood pulping and bleaching

• Engineering project management and capital planning

• Best outage execution templates

• Boiler tube and smelt spout integrity

• Optimizing/best practices for lime kiln operations

• Power boiler tuning for boiler MACT implementation

• �Environmental regulatory updates and management 

approaches

• Recovered paper quality issues

• Market outlook for lignin-based 

products

• Alternative feedstock options 

for the biorefinery

A comprehensive list can be 

downloaded at the PEERS call-

for-abstracts web page at http://tappipeers.org/program/

call-for-papers/. The topics listed are suggestions only; the 

programming committee is open to ideas that are of inter-

est to mill personnel. Please feel free to contact us with 

suggestions for session and panel discussions.

Submitting an abstract
Abstracts can be submitted through TAPPI’s new Speaker 

Management System at http://speakermanagement.tappi.

org/. The deadline for submissions is March 24, 2017.  The 

PEERS committee will meet on April 13, 2017, to review 

submissions and to organize the technical program.

If you have been a past PEERS Conference speaker or 

panelist, you may need to recreate a new login account. 

Instructions for creating an account and submitting an ab-

stract can be found at the above web link. If you have any 

trouble, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica Reaves or 

Pat Stiede at TAPPI for help.

Best paper awards and publishing in TJ
Many of the committees that organize the PEERS sessions 

have an award for the best committee paper.  Winners will 

be recognized at the Sunday conference awards dinner 

(November 5) and Monday opening session (November 6). 

Often, these papers are invited for peer review and publi-

cation in TAPPI Journal (TJ). Several of the winning papers 

from 2015 PEERS were published in the 2016 March and 
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July special TJ issues, including the 2015 

PEERS Conference High Impact Paper.  

Peter Hart and Brian Brogdon of the TJ 
Editorial Board have solicited papers presented 

at the 2016 PEERS Conference and are currently 

reviewing them. Several of those papers will ap-

pear soon in upcoming TJ issues. Peter and Brian 

also look forward to reviewing papers from the 

2017 PEERS and IBBC conferences for future 

publication in TJ. 
The 2017 PEERS committee is energized 

to offer an exciting and engaging technical 

program. The committee would like to invite 

your suggestions and comments, as well as your 

participation, for our Norfolk meeting. We want 

to hear from you! TJ

Brian N. Brogdon, Ph.D., is Associate 

Editor for TAPPI Journal, 2017 

PEERS Conference Chairman, and 

owner of Future Bridge Consulting 

Services LLC, Marietta, GA, USA.  

He can be reached at Brian.

Brogdon@gmail.com. 

 

Mark LeBel is the 2017 PEERS 

Conference Vice-Chairman and 

Pulp and Paper Services Product 

Manager, Power Plant Services 

North America, ANDRITZ Inc., 

Alpharetta, GA, USA. He can be 

reached at Mark.LeBel@andritz.com.

THE 2017 Innovative 
Nonwovens Conference

Don’t Miss the only technical conference developed by 
engineers and technologists to help you understand the 
innovation behind the science and how it impacts the market.

April 23 - 26, 2017      

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, USAREGISTER 
TODAY

Early Bird 
Discount Ends  
MARCH 24TH

Get more details at
NETINCEVENT.ORG 

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
Comprehensive Technical Program featuring:
• RISI Nonwoven Market Report  • Technical Textiles Tutorial
• Nonwovens Testing Tutorial      • Nanofibers in Nonwoven Products
NETInc/PaperCon Awards Dinner 
Keynote Speakers
• David Allan, RISI   • Andrew Willis, H&V

Ecolab Tour
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FIBER SUPPLY 
148

Status update on development of  

a eucalyptus plantation program in  

the southeastern United States and  

higher elevations of southern Brazil

Peter W. Hart, John Johnson,  

and Ricardo Paim

FIBER SUPPLY 
159

Potential of C. citriodora wood 

species for kraft pulp production

Tiago E. S. Segura and  

Francides G. da Silva, Jr.

BLEACHING 
167

Impact of dissolved lignin in  

oxygen delignification and  

chlorine dioxide stages 

Caroline Wilke, Niclas Andersson,  

Rick van Fleet, Akhlesh Mathur,  

and Ulf Germgård

BLEACHING 
178

Revised steady-state model for 

chlorine dioxide brightening that 

considers extraction washer 

carryover effects

Brian N. Brogdon

RECOVERY CYCLE 
187

Improving recovery boiler availability 

through understanding fume behavior

Aino Leppänen and Erkki Välimäki

RECOVERY CYCLE 
195

Formation of blue deposits  

in kraft recovery boilers

Xiaosong Mao and Honghi Tran

RECOVERY CYCLE 
205

Ring removal in rotary kilns used  

by the pulp and paper industry

J. Peter Gorog and W. Ray Leary

BIOREFINERY 
215

Treating kraft mill extract using  

bipolar membrane electrodialysis  

for the production of acetic acid

Ravikat Patil, Joseph Genco, Hemant 

Pendse, and Adriaan van Heiningen
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BIOREFINERY 449
Estimation of the S/G ratios of  
the lignins in three widely used  
North American hardwoods 
Daniel J. Nicholson, Candace R. Guilford,  
Adebukola B. Abiola, Samar K. Bose,  
and Raymond C. Francis

PROCESS CONTROL 459
Commissioning brownstock  
washing controls for an  
evaporator limited mill
Ricardo B. Santos and Peter W. Hart

CORROSION & MATERIALS 467
Corrosion monitoring and root  
cause identification in high solids 
concentrators
Pasi Niemeläinen, Martti Pulliainen,  
Jarmo Kahala, and Sampo Luukkainen

RECOVERY CYCLE 479
Effects of added materials on  
black liquor combustion
Liming Zhao, Danielly Cortes,  
and Honghi Tran

CORROSION & MATERIALS 491
Evaluation of near-drum thinning  
data in recovery boiler generating  
bank tubes
W.B.A. (Sandy) Sharp and W.A. (Billy) Jones 


