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Types of TAPPI test methods

Standards development at TAPPI began as far back as
1920. TAPPI now publishes six different categories of
test methods, each of which has very specific require-
ments and scope: official method, provisional meth-
od, standard practice, classical method, withdrawn
method, and useful method (UM). For example, UMs
describe tests, procedures, or practices, but they don’t
qualify as Standards and don’t undergo the review-by-
consensus process.

TAPPI also publishes Technical Information Papers
(TIPs) containing specialized information like data
and software calculations used in the manufacture,
evaluation, and description of pulp, paper, and related
products. The TIPS may contain testing procedures or
methods used to evaluate equipment but don’t cover
pulp and paper testing or test methods.

Currently, there are 23 UMs, 300 TIPs, and 238
Standards. Standards are available at a discounted
price to TAPPI members.
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Also, TAPPI has been certified by the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) as an American
National Standards development organization since
2009. This means that TAPPI procedures adhere to the
standards set by ANSI in terms of openness, balance,
public announcements, and due process. As a result,
TAPP Standards are considered to be American Na-
tional Standards.
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Group participation is key to development

One must be a TAPPI member to propose a standard,
TIP, or UM that adheres to TAPPI’s specific guidelines
through the Standards Submissions page, where you
can also join a Standard-Specific Interest Group (SSIG)
or participate in a Standards Advisory Review Group
(SARG). For every standard, there is one SSIG that is
responsible for maintaining and reviewing it. SSIGs
are in a range of subject categories, and there are cur-
rently more than 240 such groups.

Acting as a reviewer is an important way to advance
standards for the industry. The process for joining is
simple, according to TAPPI Standards Manager Brit-
taney Lovett.

“Just take a look at which subject category appeals to
you and matches your field of expertise, click on it, select
which SSIG to join based on the Standards that interest
you, and enter your information,” said Lovett. “You can
join as many SSIGs as you'd like, and there is no particular
title or affiliation that you must have, as our groups are
intended to be very diverse and reflect a range of back-
grounds and perspectives. Also, participation in SSIGs is
open to both TAPPI members and non-members.”

Each SSIG needs to have at least 10 members to
participate in the review process for a particular stand-
ard. In addition to reviews of proposed new test meth-
ods, all existing TAPPI Standards are reviewed every
five to 10 years. A Standards Engagement Task force
works to keep the review process moving, but more
reviewers are needed, and the participation require-
ments are not overwhelming.

“There are many TAPPI Standards up for review,
and reviewers are needed in all areas, but especially
in Pulp and Chemical Properties,” said Lovett. “We
estimate that it takes less than 10 hours per year to
participate in an SSIG, which involves reading and
commenting on the draft method and then voting af-
firmative, negative, or to abstain.”

If you are interested in writing or participating in
TAPPI Standards, TIPs, or SSIGs, please visit the TAPPI
Standards page online. If you have particular questions,
you may contact Brittaney Lovett at blovett@tappi.org or
TAPPI Standards at standards@tappi.org and TAPPI TIPs
at tip@tappi.org. ¥
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