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The 1990 conference of the Polymers, Laminations and Coat- 
ings (PLC) Division &om Sept. 4-7, at the Mamiott Copley 
Place in Boston, Mass., U.S.A., was attended by 677 regis- 
trants who attended the sessions and by representatives of 41 
companies that exhibited at the trade fair on Sept. 4-5. 

The registration for the sessions represented an increase 
of 71 over the registration for the sessions at  the division’s 
1989 conference and there were six more exhibitors at the 
trade fair than at  the one held by the division during its 1988 
conference. 

The registrants were from 16 different countries and 
heard a total of 133 papers given during the technical pro- 
gram. 

The division’s awards banquet was opened by Jeffrey S. 
Brandenburg, Union Industries, Inc., the conference chair- 
man, who welcomed those present. Ray Edwards, Texas 
Eastman Co., the division’s vice chairman, underlined 
TAPPI’s global scope in his welcoming address. 

Dragan Djordjevic, manager, plastics converting R&D, 
Er-We-Pa Maschinenfabrik, Erkrath, Federal Republic of 
Germany, was presented the Division Award and the Sam 
Zweig Prize, which included a US$ 1000 honorarium made 
possible by a gift to TAPPI by Morton International, Inc. 

John V. Benham, manager, R&D planning, for the US1 Di- 
vision of Quantum Chemical Corp., was given the division’s 
Leadership and Service Award and the Andreas G. Ahlbrandt 
Prize, which included a US$lOOO honorarium made possible 
by a gift to TAPPI by Enercon Industries Corp. 

Best papers 
The Best Paper Awards for the papers given at the 1989 
PLC Conference were presented to the following persons: 

William C. Harris, Jr . ,  George E. Ealer, and Sari B. 
Samuels, all of Union Carbide Corp., co-authors of a paper 
entitled “Characterization of Surface-Treated Polyethylene 
for Water-Based Ink Printability,” sponsored by the Flexi- 
ble Packaging Committee; Charles E. Geisel, Jefferson 
Smurfit Corp., for a paper entitled “Making Statistical Pro- 
cess Control User Friendly,” sponsored by the Extrusion 
Coating Committee; Hua-Feng Huang, E.I. du Pont de 
Nemours & Co., Inc., for a paper entitled “Microwave Food 
Packaging, What to Specify and How to Measure,” spon- 
sored by the Microwaveable Packaging Committee; Thomas 
I. Butler, Dow Chemical U.S.A., for a paper entitled “The 
Influence of Extruder Residence Time Distribution on 
Polymer Degradation,” sponsored by the Film Extrusion 
Committee; Dragan Djordjevic, Er-We-Pa Msschinenfab- 

rik, for a paper entitled “HOW to Process Barrier Resins,” 
sponsored by the High Barrier Packaging Committee; 
Marianne F. Sturdevant, Dow Chemical U.S.A., for a paper 
entitled, “Sterilization Compatibility of Rigid Thermoplastic 
Materials,” sponsored by the Health Care Packaging Com- 
mittee; and Paul A. Mancinelli, E.I. du Pont de Nemours & 
Co., Inc., for a paper entitled, “Advancements in Acrylic 
HMPSA’s via Block Copolymer Technology.” 

Best session 
Russell H. C r a “ ,  Dow Chemical U.S.A., was given the 
Best Session Award for a session, held at  the 1989 PLC Con- 
ference, entitled “Update in Coextrusion,” which was spon- 
sored by the Extrusion Coating Committee. 

Michaeliie M. Tharp, a student of mechanical engineering 
at the University of Evansville, Evansville, Ind., U.S.A., 
was given the Ralph A. Klucken Scholarship Award of US$ 
1000. 

TAPPI Certificates of Appreciation were given to outgo- 
ing chairmen of the division. They were Thomas Bezigian, 
James River Corp., chairman, Extrusion Coating Commit- 
tee, 1989-1990; Michael L. Opacich, Quantum Chemical 
Corp., chairman, Film Fxtrusion Committee, 1989-1990; 
Peter J. De Marzio, Lord Corp., chairman, Flexible Packag- 
ing Committee, 1988-1990; Cynthia L. Tanner, International 
Paper Co., chairperson, High Barrier Packaging Commit- 
tee, 1988-90; Kendall F. Foley, Hercules Inc., chairman, 
Hot Melt Committee, 1988-2990; Norman 0. Davis, Top 
Inc., co-chairman, Microwaveable Packaging Committee, 
1988-1990; and Ronald B. Schultz, R B S Technologies Inc., 
co-chairman, Microwaveable Packaging Committee, 1989- 
1990. 

John D. “Jack” Callahan, Hercules Inc., TAPPI Board, 
and the President’s Representative, presented the awards 
and prizes. In a talk to those present, he mentioned the need 
to develop programs that attract young, motivated individu- 
als that are educated in ways that enable them to lead the 
technical advancement of the pulp, paper, and related indus- 
tries. 

Trade fair 
Exhibitors at  the trade fair liked the reception held in the 
exhibition area. Tom H. Lindblad, vice president, Flynn 
Burner Corp., said, “I can see the difference between this 
exhibit and the ones where there has been no food or drink. 
The food and drink brings people and they stay. For a 

December 1990 Tappi Journal 227 



fg  c 
Jeffrey S. Brandenburg, conference chairman, greets those pres- 
ent ai the 1990 banquet Itmcheon and awards cetcmony 

Ray Edwards, fechnica/ program chai:man. tells attendees Bt the 
1990 banquet luncheon and awards c e e m o n y  about TAPPI’s global 
scope 
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John D. ”Jack” Callahan (leftj congratulates Dragan Djordjevic as he gives him the 1990 Division Award of the Polyniers, Laminations and 
Coatings :PLCI Division. The award includes the Sam Zweig Prize with a USS I000 honorarium made posslble by a gift to TAPPI by Morto:~ 
Inlernatio:ial. Inc Ojordjevic was also given a Best Paper Award tor a paper antitled ,‘How lo Process Barrier Resns.“ whish he gave at th:. 
1989 conference of the PLC Division. 



John D. “Jack” Callahan (left), gives the 1990 Leadership and Ser- 
vice Award of the Polymers, Laminations and Coatings Division to 
John V. Benham. The award also includes the Andreas G Ahlbrandt 
Prize and a US$ 1000 honorarium made possible by a gift to TAPPI 
by Enercon Industries Corp 

Thomas Bezigian (left) is given a TAPPI Certificate of Appreciation 
by John 0. “Jack” Callahan for chairing the Extrusion Coating 
Committee from 1989-1990 

Rumpai Sukhyanga, managing director, Strongpack Co., 
Ltd., Sumatprakarn, Thailand, said, “The technical develop- 
ments described were of interest to me.” 

Ronald B. Eritano, manager, Industrial Marketing, Coat- 
ings Division, Mobay Corp., Pittsburgh, Pa., U.S.A., said, 
“This is my first time at a PIX conference. I have gotten 
some invaluable information from the papers I heard. What 
surprised me was that a lot of my customers are here.” 

Jose B. Arbatin, president and general manager, ASA 
Color & Chemical Industries, Inc., Quezon City, Philip- 
pines, said, “I found the sessions very interesting and think 
this can help my company. I spoke to one of the speakers and 
now have a connection for the information 1 want. I need a 
consultant and now have made the first contacts.’’ 

Key issues 
The session entitled “Key Issues Affecting Laminating and 
Coating as We Enter the ’90s” informed the audience about 
key issues affecting laminating and coating. I t  gave an over- 
view of the multiple regulatory agencies in the U.S. that 
control and influence the use of adhesives and coatings. The 
session was well planned and organized and well attended. 
James A. Full, Morton International, was session chairman. 

“Healthcare Packaging and Medical Waste Management,” 
was the title of a session that dealt with the regulatory, 
economic, and societal problems connected with the disposal 
of medical wastes. I t  was noted in this session that although 
incineration is the best way to dispose of these wastes, per- 
mits to incinerate are hard to get. I t  was also noted that 
fully 50% of hospital waste is corrugated and other non-med- 
ical material, which should be recycled. Those present took 
part in a thoughtful question and answer session. Ronald B. 
Schultz, R B S Technologies, Inc., was session chairman. 

“Innovation Applications for Pressure Sensitive Prod- 
ucts” was the title of a session that covered innovative test- 
ing methods, new types of pressure-sensitive adhesives 

(PSA), medical applications on skin, and information about 
effective wetting agents and PSA interaction with silicones. 
Douglas H. Timmel, Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., was 
the session chair“. 

The session entitled “Film Extrusion Equipment Tech- 
nology I” covered recently developed technology for blown 
and cast film extrusion. The session included several excel- 
lent papers. These dealt with new developments, equipment 
evaluations, a method for use in sizing film extrusion equip- 
ment, and the development of automatic blown film dies for 
excellent gauge control. Thomas I. Butler, Dow Chemical 
U.S.A., was session chairman. 

“Hot Melt Technology” was the title of a session that dealt 
with new, high-performance, hot-melt adhesive systems and 
analytical techniques for relating hot-melt adhesive proper- 
ties and performance. In presenting his paper, entitled 
“High Temperature GC Analysis of Waxes Used in Hot Melt 
Adhesives,” Alan R. Case, Moore & Munger Marketing, 
Inc., made very effective use of slides in presenting his in- 
formation. The session was chaired by Kendall F. Foley, 
Hercules Inc. 

Regulation 

Jeffrey S. Brandenburg, Union Industries, Inc., moderated 
a plenary session about “Quality.” It  was a panel discussion 
that featured prominent business, regulatory, and associa- 
tion leaders. The discussion dealt with how far regulation 
has come and what lies ahead. The quality of the questions, 
the discussion generated, and the answers given indicated a 
significant concern level on the part of those present. 

John R. Gilmore, Morton International, chaired a session 
about the “Performance Analysis of Laminate Construc- 
tions.” The subjects dealt with included the use of infrared 
microscopy in evaluating both laminated and eo-extruded 
structures and why standard peel testing methods some- 
times give erroneous results. There was a lively question 
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John D. "Jack" Callahan gives Cynthia L. Tanner a TAPPI Certifi- 
cate ot Appreciation for chairing the High Barrier Packaging Commit- 
tee from 1988- 1990. 

Norman 0. Davis (left) is presented a TAPPI Certificate of Apprecia- 
tion by John D. "Jack" Callahan for chairing ihe Microwaveable 
Packaging Committee from 1988-1 990. 
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John D. "Jack" Callahan (left) presents a TAPPI Certificate of Ap- 
preciation to Michael L. Opacich f o r  chairing lhc? Film Ext:L;sinn 
Committee from 1989-1990. 
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John D. "Jack" Callahan presents the 1990 Ralph A. Klucken 
Scholarship certificate and a US$ 1000 check to Michaeline M. 
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